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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 2.627 

board) designated to preside in the pro-
ceeding on the remaining unresolved 
issues pursuant to the supplemental 
notice of hearing will be the same as 
the presiding officer (as applicable, the 
membership of the licensing board) 
designated to preside in the initial no-
tice of hearing on site suitability 
issues. 

§ 2.625 Additional considerations. 

(a) The Commission will not conduct 
more than one review of site suit-
ability issues with regard to a par-
ticular site prior to filing and review of 
part two of the application described in 
§ 2.101(a–1) of this part. 

(b) The Commission, upon its own 
initiative, or upon the motion of any 
party to the proceeding filed at least 60 
days prior to the date of the com-
mencement of the evidentiary hearing 
on site suitability issues, may decline 
to initiate an early hearing or render 
an early partial decision on any issue 
or issues of site suitability: 

(1) In cases where no partial decision 
on the relative merits of the proposed 
site and alternative sites under subpart 
A of part 51 is requested, upon deter-
mination that there is a reasonable 
likelihood that further review would 
identify one or more preferable alter-
native sites and the partial decision on 
one or more site suitability issues 
would lead to an irreversible and irre-
trievable commitment of resources 
prior to the submittal of the remainder 
of the information required by § 50.30(f) 
of this chapter that would prejudice 
the later review and decision on such 
alternative sites; or 

(2) In cases where it appears that an 
early partial decision on any issue or 
issues of site suitability would not be 
in the public interest considering: 

(i) The degree of likelihood that any 
early findings on those issues would re-
tain their validity in later reviews; 

(ii) The objections, if any, of cog-
nizant State or local government agen-
cies to the conduct of an early review 
on those issues; and 

(iii) The possible effect on the public 
interest and the parties of having an 
early, if not necessarily conclusive, 
resolution of those issues. 

§ 2.627 Partial decision on site suit-
ability issues in combined license 
proceeding. 

(a) The provisions of §§ 2.331, 2.339, 
2.340(b), 2.343, 2.712, and 2.713 shall 
apply to any partial initial decision 
rendered in accordance with this sub-
part. Section 2.340(c) shall not apply to 
any partial initial decision rendered in 
accordance with this subpart. A lim-
ited work authorization may not be 
issued under 10 CFR 50.10(e) and no 
construction permit may be issued 
without completion of the full review 
required by Section 102(2) of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 
1969, as amended, and subpart A of part 
51 of this chapter. The authority of the 
Commission to review such a partial 
initial decision sua sponte, or to raise 
sua sponte an issue that has not been 
raised by the parties, will be exercised 
within the same time period as in the 
case of a full decision relating to the 
issuance of a construction permit. 

(b)(1) A partial decision on one or 
more site suitability issues pursuant to 
the applicable provisions of part 50, 
subpart A of part 51, and part 100 of 
this chapter issued in accordance with 
this subpart shall: 

(i) Clearly identify the site to which 
the partial decision applies; and 

(ii) Indicate to what extent addi-
tional information may be needed and 
additional review may be required to 
enable the Commission to determine in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Act and the applicable provisions of 
the regulations in this chapter whether 
a construction permit for a facility to 
be located on the site identified in the 
partial decision should be issued or de-
nied. 

(2) Following either the Commission 
(acting in the function of a presiding 
officer) issuance of a partial initial de-
cision, or completion of Commission 
review of the partial initial decision of 
the presiding officer, after hearing, on 
the site suitability issues, the partial 
decision shall remain in effect either 
for a period of 5 years or, where the ap-
plicant for the combined license has 
made timely submittal of the informa-
tion required to support the applica-
tion as provided in § 2.101(a–2), until the 
proceeding for a combined license on 
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